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are people who have dedicated their 
lives to building a business from the 
ground up. They are people whose 
shops and stores and services—well, 
they are cornerstones for our commu-
nities. And now, through no fault of 
their own, these small business owners 
are left wondering if their businesses 
are going to make it. 

Last week, President Biden signed 
the American Rescue Plan into law. 
This is a major win for small busi-
nesses across the country. It includes 
targeted support for Black, Latino, 
AAPI, and minority-owned businesses, 
as well as support for businesses in our 
rural communities. Over $1 billion in 
grants are in there to save our stages 
and independent live venues. There is 
over $7 billion for the Paycheck Pro-
tection Program. There is $15 billion 
for EIDL Advance grants and $25 bil-
lion to keep restaurants afloat. 

This will provide real relief to small 
business owners, employees, and the 
families that they provide for, that 
count on them. For so many, this addi-
tional aid will mean the difference be-
tween a business keeping its doors open 
or closing them forever. 

And now we need an SBA Adminis-
trator who will see that this relief is 
delivered swiftly and fully. I am con-
fident that Isabel Guzman will be an 
asset in bringing our small businesses 
back. 

We must also do more for our small 
businesses, which is why, if confirmed, 
I look forward to working with Mrs. 
Guzman and the SBA to remove the 
cap on EIDL loans and to provide full 
EIDL Advance grants to all eligible 
small businesses, giving greater access 
to the relief that all our small business 
owners need. The EIDL and EIDL Ad-
vance Programs have helped countless 
small businesses in Nevada and in 
States across the country through 
these tough times, but the arbitrary 
caps on these loans and grants are pre-
venting small businesses from receiv-
ing the funding assistance they need to 
properly recover. 

Full EIDL loans and grants are what 
Congress intended when we passed the 
CARES Act 1 year ago. It is what we 
promised small businesses at the begin-
ning of the pandemic. So we owe it to 
America’s small businesses and work-
ers to keep our word, and I know Isabel 
Guzman is the right person to help us 
keep this promise. 

As we continue on the road to recov-
ery, made possible by the American 
Rescue Plan, I urge my colleagues to 
confirm Mrs. Guzman’s nomination so 
that she can immediately get to work 
for our small businesses. 

Thank you. 
I yield to the Senator from Oregon. 
Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I cer-

tainly share the good Senator’s views 
with respect to Mrs. Guzman as well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon. 

NOMINATION OF KATHERINE C. TAI 
Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, the 

Senate will soon take a procedural vote 

on the nomination of Katherine C. Tai 
to serve as the next U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative. 

For Senators who watched any of Ms. 
Tai’s nomination hearing before the 
committee, you will know that Ms. Tai 
has a whole lot of fans on both sides of 
the aisle here in the Senate. So I am 
just going to take a few minutes to dis-
cuss some of the reasons why I think 
Ms. Tai is a terrific choice for this job. 

First, she knows that the name of the 
game when it comes to this country’s 
trade policy is protecting and creating 
high-skill, high-wage jobs. Our country 
saw, for the past 4 years, that a strat-
egy of sending mean tweets and acting 
on chaos does not translate into more 
good jobs. Under President Biden, and 
with Katherine Tai leading USTR, I am 
confident we will have a more effective 
approach. 

Ms. Tai also has exactly the right ex-
perience for the job. She led crack-
downs against China’s trade cheating 
and job rip-offs. As the top trade staff-
er on the Ways and Means Committee, 
she was at the forefront to improve the 
new NAFTA when the Trump adminis-
tration handed to Congress a deal that 
just wasn’t strong enough for Amer-
ican workers. She already has a long 
track record of achieving wins for 
America’s workers, businesses, farm-
ers, and ranchers. 

Second, Ms. Tai has committed to 
the Finance Committee that she will 
work to bring more transparency to 
trade policy. Bringing more sunlight to 
the country’s trade agreements ought 
to be a priority that every Senator 
shares. That is why I am glad that 
President Biden has chosen somebody 
with congressional experience for the 
role of USTR. 

The Constitution gives the Congress 
authority over international trade. Un-
fortunately, Congress, over the years, 
has delegated some of its power to the 
executive branch. So what that means 
is, now, all sides need to work together 
as partners, with open channels of com-
munication, accountability, and trans-
parency. And when I talk about trans-
parency, I am talking about trans-
parency with the American people. I 
know that Ms. Tai will continue to 
raise the bar for transparency and com-
munication with Congress because she 
has been on our side of policymaking, 
and she has already proved that that 
kind of openness and accountability is 
a key priority for her. 

With a former Senator in the White 
House and a former House staffer at 
USTR, I believe there would be a pro-
ductive partnership with Congress so 
we can get trade done right and make 
sure that trade policy creates those 
high-skill, high-wage jobs that are a 
priority for every elected official. 

Finally, there is another Finance 
Committee priority that I will just 
mention. On Thursday, the committee 
will hold a hearing on the subject of 
stamping out forced labor around the 
world. Forced labor is evil, it is mor-
ally repugnant, and it is a direct at-

tack on workers in our country be-
cause, when American workers have to 
compete against slave labor, everybody 
loses. It is truly a race to absolute rock 
bottom when it comes to labor rights. 

Ms. Tai is committed to President 
Biden’s Build Back Better agenda. A 
key part of that agenda is ensuring 
that our workers are competing on a 
level playing field with the rest of the 
world. It is certainly not a level play-
ing field when other countries are pro-
ducing goods with slave labor. 

Our government has laws on the 
books that can crack down on coun-
tries using slave labor and keep those 
products out of our market, but it is 
going to require an unwavering com-
mitment to tough trade enforcement. 
This will continue to be an area of spe-
cial focus for the Finance Committee. 

Our colleague Senator BROWN and I 
have worked on this issue for a long, 
long time. I know Ms. Tai is committed 
to working with us on it, and I know 
that she will work with colleagues on 
the other side of the aisle on this and 
other issues. It is an opportunity to 
stand up for what is right around the 
world and protect American jobs and 
wages at the same time. 

So Katherine Tai is qualified. She 
has the right diversity of experience. 
She has her priorities right, which is to 
get more American workers into the 
winner’s circle of trade policy, and she 
is going to do it in a way that pro-
motes openness, accountability, and 
transparency. 

I believe Ms. Tai is going to have 
strong bipartisan support here in the 
Senate when we vote in just a few min-
utes. I want Senators on both sides of 
the aisle to know that Ms. Tai has con-
sistently, throughout her time in pub-
lic service, worked in a bipartisan way 
with respect to ensuring that, at a 
time when modern communications 
and transportation have, to some ex-
tent, shrunk the world and trade has 
gotten to be more and more important, 
she is going to be on the side of work-
ers. She is going to be on the side of 
trade done right. I am with her 100 per-
cent of the way. 

I urge all Senators to support Kath-
erine Tai for this crucial post at USTR. 

I yield the floor. 
VOTE ON GUZMAN NOMINATION 

Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, I 
would ask unanimous consent that the 
scheduled vote occur immediately. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Guzman nomi-
nation? 

Mr. WYDEN. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) is 
necessarily absent. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:56 Mar 17, 2021 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G16MR6.017 S16MRPT1ct
el

li 
on

 D
S

K
11

Z
R

N
23

P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S1541 March 16, 2021 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 81, 
nays 17, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 121 Ex.] 
YEAS—81 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cramer 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 

Hassan 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 

Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—17 

Blackburn 
Boozman 
Braun 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 

Daines 
Hagerty 
Hawley 
Kennedy 
Lee 
Risch 

Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Tuberville 

NOT VOTING—2 

Hirono Lummis 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from New Jersey. 
Mr. MENENDEZ. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table and that the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 
We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 29, Kath-
erine C. Tai, of the District of Columbia, to 
be United States Trade Representative, with 
the rank of Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary. 

Charles E. Schumer, Chris Van Hollen, 
Michael F. Bennet, Jack Reed, Tammy 
Duckworth, Sheldon Whitehouse, Jeff 
Merkley, Christopher A. Coons, Rich-
ard Blumenthal, Patrick J. Leahy, 
Amy Klobuchar, Tina Smith, Brian 
Schatz, Robert Menendez, Richard J. 
Durbin, Martin Heinrich, Maria Cant-
well. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Katherine C. Tai, of the District of 
Columbia, to be United States Trade 
Representative, with the rank of Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 

Senator from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) is 
necessarily absent. 

Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 98, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 122 Ex.] 
YEAS—98 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blackburn 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Braun 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Gillibrand 
Graham 

Grassley 
Hagerty 
Hassan 
Hawley 
Heinrich 
Hickenlooper 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Johnson 
Kaine 
Kelly 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Luján 
Manchin 
Markey 
Marshall 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 
Ossoff 
Padilla 
Paul 
Peters 

Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Romney 
Rosen 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Sinema 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Tuberville 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warnock 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NOT VOTING—2 

Hirono Lummis 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 98, the nays are 0. 

The motion is agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the nomination. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Katherine C. Tai, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be United States 
Trade Representative, with the rank of 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Delaware. 

NOMINATION OF KATHERINE C. TAI 
Mr. CARPER. Madam President, I am 

delighted to rise today in full support 
of Katherine Tai, President Biden’s 
nominee to be our next U.S. Trade Rep-
resentative. 

As my colleagues are well aware, 
trade is an issue that impacts every 
corner of our country and, indeed, 
every corner of our globe. Roughly 75 
percent—listen to this—75 percent of 
the world’s purchasing power and over 
95 percent of the world’s consumers lie 
outside of our country’s borders. If the 
United States is going to continue to 
be successful, we need to be able to tap 
into those markets and expand trading 
opportunities while ensuring a level 
playing field for American businesses 
and, I might say, for American con-
sumers as well. 

In Delaware, the First State, and 
throughout our Nation, trade policies 
affect how American businesses, both 
large and small—be they financial 
services, tech companies, workers, 
farmers, manufacturers—can compete 
in the global economy. But thanks to 
President Trump’s haphazard trade 
wars over the last 4 years, American 
farmers, manufacturers, producers, and 
consumers too often have been left 
hanging in the balance—a situation 
that has been exasperated by this pan-
demic. 

Now more than ever, all of them are 
in need of greater certainty and pre-
dictability. For the last 30, 40 years 
that I have served as Delaware’s Treas-
urer, Congressman, Governor, and Sen-
ator, when I ask businesses what they 
want or need, more often than not, 
they say ‘‘certainty and predict-
ability.’’ For the last 4 years, we have 
had too little of both. 

Instead of the chaotic approach of 
the last 4 years, we need strategic and 
thoughtful trade policies. That is why 
President Biden has nominated Kath-
erine Tai, an experienced public serv-
ant and trade expert, to serve as our 
Nation’s top trade official. Katherine 
will be a steady hand at the U.S. Trade 
Rep’s Office, and as a key member of 
the Biden administration, she will 
make sure that our trade policies ben-
efit all Americans and leave no one be-
hind. She will work hard to help jump- 
start our economy and ensure that 
American goods and services can reach 
international markets and that we can 
compete on a level playing field. 

Katherine comes to this role with an 
exceptional breadth and depth of rel-
evant trade expertise. She has earned a 
remarkable reputation as an expert in 
her field and is a leader who is re-
spected by Democrats and Republicans 
alike in this Chamber and in the House 
of Representatives. 

In her previous role, Katherine was 
chief trade counsel for the House Ways 
and Means Committee. There, she was 
a lead negotiator on the USMCA, U.S.- 
Mexico-Canada-America Trade Agree-
ment, which notably passed Congress 
with overwhelming bipartisan support, 
in no smart part because of her efforts. 

Members of my own staff are grateful 
for the opportunity to work with Kath-
erine to secure historically strong en-
vironmental provisions, including new 
monitoring and enforcement tools in 
the USMCA, which will help make sure 
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